Electrical remodeling in left ventricular hypertrophy-is there a unifying hypothesis for the variety of electrocardiographic criteria for the diagnosis of left ventricular hypertrophy?
Although electrocardiography has been used to estimate left ventricular hypertrophy and to obtain useful prognostic information in different clinical settings, its correlation with left ventricular mass is poor and, therefore, its sensitivity and specificity for the diagnosis of left ventricylar hypertrophy are low. Experimental work has demonstrated that the increase in voltage and duration of the QRS complex of the electrocardiogram are not only related to left ventricular mass but also to changes in the electrophysiological properties of the myocardium. Therefore, a new strategy is needed to use electrocardiography not to estimate left ventricular mass but aimed to add useful prognostic information.